
 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Covid-19 / Coronavirus - Further Information 
  
As you know, the government response to the Coronavirus has now moved to 'delay'. The 
government made it clear yesterday that at present this does not include measures to close 
schools, and we will continue to follow government advice on this. However, the advice is for 
anyone with mild symptoms of high temperature, fever or persistent dry cough to stay home and 
self-isolate, so please do be mindful of this advice for your own health and the health of others. 
This disease seems to present less seriously in children, however the risk is that they can pass it 
on to elderly relatives or vulnerable family members. Please follow the advice given by the 
government and, if you are concerned, seek guidance through NHS 111 online before sending 
them in to school. 
  
This situation is evolving daily and we will keep you informed of any changing developments early 
next week, but be assured that we are taking every proportionate measure possible to safeguard 
our school community at this time. It is very difficult to predict what might happen but we have 
taken steps in school to plan as best we can for future events and would appreciate your support 
and understanding. 
 

Raising Awareness 
All pupils have been shown how to wash their hands properly. The toilets have plentiful 
supplies of soap and we are encouraging all pupils to wash their hands regularly 
throughout the day.  
General Cleaning 
Our cleaners come every evening to clean the whole school and are paying particular 
attention to high risk areas, touch points such as surfaces, chair backs, handrails and door 
handles. 
Contingency Planning 
From the government’s press conference yesterday, it is clear that they are planning for 
more strict measures in the near future as the situation develops. At present, the advice is 
for schools to remain open but this may change at very short notice. 
If we should be required to close, as has been the case in countries like Italy and the 
Republic of Ireland, please note the following: 

• Day to day communication 

We have remote access to the parent database and can email parents to update you. This and our 

website will provide up-to-date information. Please ensure that you check these regularly. 

• Continuation of Pupil Learning 

It is vital that if the school closes, children should continue to learn at home. Whilst there is 
no substitute for being in a classroom with a teacher, we will set work regularly in the event 



of a closure. You will receive details of how to access this as soon as it is required.  In 
addition to this, parents and carers can help by doing the following: 

➢ Daily Reading 

➢ Number Bonds/Timetables 

➢ Working on short stories and other writing tasks like reports of diaries 

➢ Practical maths/ Board games etc. 

➢ Science and nature programming online or on television 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 
Pupils may well become more concerned about Coronavirus as the Government considers 
moving from the ‘Contain’ phase to the ‘Delay’ phase. We all have a role to play in 
managing this. You know your child best but together we should: 

➢ Do our best not to sensationalise or overdramatize this issue  

➢ Steer children away from some of the news coverage 

➢ Not hide information from children but stick to known facts 

➢ Not pass our own concerns or stresses to our children 

➢  Demonstrate understanding and empathy for those directly affected. (It could happen to 

any of us) 

School Events 
At the moment planned events and trips will continue unless otherwise notified. 
Further Advice for Parents 
This is a fast-moving situation and at the time of writing this letter, the risk level is deemed 
low to moderate. For parents wishing to keep up-to-date with the latest situation, the 
following links may be helpful: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-government-announces-moving-out-of-
contain-phase-and-into-delay 
The Government Coronavirus Action Plan; a guide to what you can expect across the UK - 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan 
Finally, this is clearly a difficult and unprecedented situation for us all and we are doing our 
very best to react to and pre-empt situations as they arise, so we are asking for your 
continued support as we take those decisions in order to protect the health and welfare of 
our school and the wider community. 
Yours sincerely 
 
Richard Austin 
Co-Head of School 
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